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They were equally great geniuses and their teachings were peculiarly
adapted to the habits, thoughts, and cultures of their several
countrymen. They revealed a partial truth, and held up the duty of

mankind before their contemporaries'® .
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You may quite likely ask me why the teachings of Socrates, Confucius,
and Shakamuni [Sakyamuni] are so fruitless? My only reply is that their
teaching is a mere human wisdom and their philosophy is men’s

invention.!?

He [Jesus] came to this world to accomplish what Moses, the

prophets, and all pagan reformers have failed to accomplish.2?
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The verse, which I have chosen for the text seems so prominent and
so striking on the pages of the New Testament as to arrest the attention
of many, many readers of God’s word. It does beautifully unfold the
mystery of the Gospel truth and explains plainly why God did spare his
bosom child to the world and on what condition this sinful race could
obtain eternal life. This is indeed the essence of the Gospel story, and

the key note to the mission of our Saviour on the earth.3®
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Although his love to the world may be infinitely great and infinitely
intense, still it cannot be well appreciated by us unless we find out what
the world does mean here, and know its helpless condition. The word
“world” [1] in the text may mean here the lost world or mere lying in

wickedness and sin. 3
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