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1.1 And now 1 want to remind you, my brothers, of the Good News which I preached to you,
which you received, and on which your faith stands firm. That 1s the gospel, the message
that I preached to you You are saved by the gospel if you hold firmly to it — unless 1t was

for nothing that you believed.
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1.2 I passed on to you what I received, which is of the greatest importance: that Christ died
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for our sins, as written in the Scriptures; that he was buried and that he was raised to life
three days later, as written in the Scriptures; that he appeared to Peter and then to all
twelve apostles. Then he appeared to more than five hundred of his followers at once, most

of whom are still alive, although some have died.
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also to me - even though [ am like someone whose birth was abnormal. For I am the least
of all the apostles — I do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted
God’s church. But by God's grace I am what I am, and the grace that he gave me was not
without effect. On the contrary, I have worked harder than any of the other apostles,
although it was not really my own doing, but God’s grace working with me. So then,
whether it came from me or from them, this is what we all preach, and this is what you

believe.
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1.4  Now since our message is that Christ has been raised from death, how can some of you
say that the dead will not be raised to life? If that 1s true, 1t means that Christ was not
raised; and if Christ has not been raised from death, then we have nothing to preach and
you have nothing to believe. More than that, we are shown to be lying about God, because
we said that he raised Christ from death — but if it is true that the dead are not raised to
life, then he did not raise Christ. For if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been
raised. And 1f Christ has not been raised, then your faith is a delusion and you are still lost

IN your sins.
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15 It would also mean that the believers in Christ who have died are lost. If our hope in
Christ is good for this life only and no more, then we deserve more pity than anyone else in
all the world. But the truth is that Christ has been raised from death, as the guarantee that

those who sleep in death will also be raised
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2.1 Someone will ask,“How can the dead be raised to life? What kind of body will they have?”
You fool! When you plant a seed in the ground, it does not sprout to life unless 1t dies. And
what you plant 1s a bare seed, perhaps a grain of wheat or some other grain, not the full-
bodied plant that will later grow up. God provides that seed with the body he wishes; he

gives each seed its own proper body.
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And the flesh of living beings is not all the same kind of flesh; human beings have one
kind of flesh, animals another, birds another, and fish another. And there are heavenly
bodies and earthly bodies, the beauty that belongs to heavenly bodies is different from the
beauty that belongs to earthly bodies. Ths sun has its own beauty, the moon another

beauty, and even among stars there are different kinds of beauty
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2.3 This 1s how 1t will be when the dead are raised to life. When the body 1s buried, it 1s
mortal; when raised, it will be immortal. When buried, it is ugly and weak; when raised, it
will be beautiful and strong. When buried, it 15 a physical body; when raised, it will be a

spiritual body. There 1s, of course, a physical body, so there has to be a spiritual body.
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