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On the Significance of Shintoist, Buddhist, and Christian Leaders’
Meetings for Reconciliation and the Founding of the Association Accordia
in 1912: Efforts for the “Second Restoration” by the Influential Persons
and their Limitation

TAO Demin

During early 1912, the last six months of the Meiji era, there were two important
events in the religious circles sponsored by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Shibusawa
Eiichi, respectively: the official meetings of Shintoist, Buddhist, and Christian leaders
representing almost all sects except the Higashi Honganji Temple sect of Buddism, and
the founding of the Kiitsu Kyokai (the Association Concordia). Both of them aimed at
catching up with the evolving modern Christian civilization in terms of social security
measures and business ethics, and coping with the problems of social unrest after the
Russo-Japanese War. And some advocates such as Tokonami Takejiro and Ukita Kazutami
had called for “the Second Restoration” before 1912. The present paper examines these
events in the time span of 70 years from 1873 to 1942 and with both macro and micro
approaches, in order to clarify their historical meaning in Japan’s modern transformation.
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