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Change of Tento shiso
— legitimation of early Edo period —

Shinya Masaaki

Change from charismatic control to traditional control, as described in Max Weber's
domination theory, can be considered to be an effective way for explaining the Toku-
gawa administration from its birth to the period of its stabilization. In the case of chari-
sma, a sense of mission is the crucial factor. This sense of mission in Japan of that time
was the Tento shisd, that served as legitimation of the Buke establishment from the
Kamakura period on. However, this Tento shiso was rather weak for legitimating
regime change. Therefore, the Tokugawa administration had to change and re-tradi-
tionalize, this religious thought. Then, how was this effected; how was it changed? Fur-
ther, the Emperor system was legitimated by the thought of Shinson-ikun, differing
from the legitimation of the Tokugawa administration. How was a balance maintained
between them? The aim of this paper in to clarify these issues, focussing on the Tento
shiso.

Key wards: Tento shiso, charismatic control, legitimation.



