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Essenes and Zealots

Rokuichi Sugita

Essenes was a Jewish sect formed in the period from the second
century B. C. to the end of the first century. Philo and Josephus
wrote about them. The members were obliged not to disclose the
secrets of the brotherhood. Then, what was informed of them were
all second-hand information by the observers from the outside,
They were a group of recluses living on the north-western shore
of the Dead Sea. They maintained themselves on manual labor and
agriculture. They abstained from making any weapons. They were
strictly peace-loving people devoting their lives to the observance
of the Torah. Essenes opposed to all attempts to bring about by
violence.

Zealots was the name of a Jewish religious party in the period
between Herod the Great and the fall of Jerusalem. This party
was fanatically banded together agaist all the enemies of Israel to
protect the Torah and to secure liberty from the yoke of Rome.
And they hated the rich ruling classes and adapted even the means
of assassination and robbery. And they resorted to violence.

Essenes and Zealots were Jews and at the same time nationalists.
They were easily converted to patriotism when the integrity of the
Jewish people were at stake. Essenes coalesced with Zealots and
swept into the war, because the both were encouraged by the hope
of divine assistance. They conceived of Messiah who would come

to bring political independence to Israel.

—142—



